Nor for all our wild dances
in all their wild din?

rhymes and ranns?
from James Joyce’s Finnegans Wake

Music: Robert J. Crow

"The line is a rhythmic echo from the nursery rhyme Humpty Dumpty:

‘All the king’s horses and all the king’s men’ [Couldn’t put Humpty together again]’. Humpty Dumpty’s fall
in the rhyme parallels the fall of Finnigan in the ballad/HCE’s misdemeanor and subsequent fall from
grace/the fall of man

2The ,rann‘is an Irish verse form, frequently referred to in Finnegans Wake.



Joyce’s many parodies of traditional children’s rhymes3 in
Finnegans Wake may be read as alluding to characters and
situations within the novel’s narrative, and thus - more
tentatively - to autobiographical parallels in the lives of
the Joyce family. Perhaps most intriguing are the similarities
between the fictional HCE’s daughter Issy and Joyce’s own
daughter Lucia. Both are dancers, and the name of Issy’s
dancing troupe, The Rainbow Girls, reflects that of the real-
life Paris troupe of Lucia Joyce: Les Six de rythme et
couleur. Less concretely, in these rhymes Lucia Joyce’s
personal troubles appear mirrored in the various guises and
situations in which the fictional Issy is portrayed.

Disparate fragments of individual rhymes are often found
scattered throughout the length of Finnegans Wake. I have
reassembled such fragments according to their traditional
models, as well as adding related lines from elsewhere in
Joyce’s text.

Though in performance any selection of these reconstructed
‘rhymes and ranns’ is conceivable, the three ‘books’ can be
read as tracing an imaginary dramaturgy as outlined overleaf.

For reference to many of the traditional rhymes, I am
particularly indebted to the article ‘Nursery Rhymes in
Finnegans Wake’ by Mabel P. Worthington. Much of the
information in my footnotes is derived from the website
‘Glosses of FW/ in finwake.com.

3In these excerpts from FW, references are made to the following rhymes: Ring-a-ring o’ roses, Hickety
pickety my black hen, Oh dear, what can the matter be, Little Jack Horner, Rockabye baby, Mary Mary quite
contrary/Little Bopeep, The house that Jack built, Eeny meeny miny moe, Needles and Pins, Ding dong bell
pussy down the well, Three men, two men, one man and his dog / Went to mow a meadow, A is for archer,
What are little girls made of, Polly put the kettle on, Round and round the mulberry bush. Sing a song of
sixpence and Humpty Dumpty, as well as to the prayers Mathiew Mark Luke and John bless the bed that |
lie on, and Grant peace in our time Oh Lord.



BOOK ONE: EVENING

The three children playing in the garden - Issy, dancing - her
family at teatime - lament for the fall of Humpty
Dumpty/HCE (1) - jilted - Issy begins to fade - memories of
Christmas - alone in her room, she calls birds down the
chimney to feed to her cat - a child’s prayer on going to bed
- Issy as an infant

One’s upon a thyme

Push the pumkik

The night of bluerybells

Ah tears, who can her mater be?

Psing a psalm of psexpeans

Jackot the Horner

O loud, hear the wee beseech of these

Whit what was Lillabil Issabil maideve, maid at?

O J o U b w N

BOOK TWO: NIGHT

The ‘great fall’ - waters of the night - adolescent fear and a
memory of dancing - night terrors - counted out - lament for
the fall of Humpty Dumpty/HCE (2)- lost down the well- ALP’s
letter found at midnight in the rubbish heap by Issy’s hen

9. Rockaby, babel

10. Dark parc’s acoo with sucking loves
11. Leda lade aflutter afraida

12. The hoax that joke bilked

13. Ena ilo melomen

14. Needles and pins

15. Dingdongdell

l6. When men wont to rise a ladder.

BOOK THREE: DAWN

Spelling out her family story with alphabet cards - Issy’s hen
wakes the family — child’s morning prayer — the moment of
Issy’s conception, as the hen crows from the rubbish heap -
morning bells - the river Liffey, compared to ALP getting out

of her bath - how it ends - dawn chorus

17. A is for Anna

18. Keek the hen

19. Mildew murk leak and yawn

20. Forth of her bassein came

21. Spell me the Chimes

22. This is the way we.

23. As were we their babes in

24 . Weenybeeny - comsy see



“The woods are fond always.
As were we their babes in. [..]
We will take our walk” (p. 619/621)



BOOK ONE: EVENING

1 One's upon a thyme

One's upon a thyme

And two's behind their lettice leap
and three's among the strubbely beds.
And the chicks picked their teeths
And the dombkey he begay began

Sing him a ring. 4

Touch me low, soandso.

Foe by toe, To and fro

Hip it and trip it and chirrub and sing.
Show on show.

She. Shoe. Shone!

aringarouma

to and fro around they go,

all my belles began ti ting

ring a ring a rosaring.

2 Push the pumkik round®

Duddy shut the shopper op

and Mutti, poor Mutti!

brought us our poor suppy,

(ah who! eh how!)

That sprog of a Pedersill, his Sprig of Thyme ..
Lettucia in her greensleeves

and you too and me three.

And, jessies, push the pumkik round.

Annelulia!

Tuck away the tablesheet!

You never wet the tea!

Humbo, lock your kekkle up!

Anny, blow your wickle out!

Jessies push the pumkik round. Annelulia!

Spck for her to shut up shop,

Duddy shut the shopper op

the dumb he shoots the shopper rope.

Dappy shot the clupper clup

(Perkodhus kurun barggruauya gokgorlayor gromgremmit ghundhur
thruma thuna radidilli faititillbumullun ukkunun!)®
And they all drank free.

4‘Ring aring 0’ roses’: Issy dances

5 Original: ‘Jessy pass the plumcake round,” from ‘Polly put the kettle on’: The family in the pub - after
(midday?) closing time. (‘Shot the clupper clup’ etc refers to the closing of the shutters outside)

8 One of the book’s ,thunderwords‘: the word for ,thunder® in various languages



3 The night of bluerybells’

Shize? I should shee!®

Letwee peep, see!

And all the way a horn

from fjord to fjell his baywinds’ oboboes
shall wail him rockbound (hoahoahoah!)

in swimswamswum

all the livvylong night,

the night of bluerybells

the delldale dalppling night

O Carina! Her flittaflute in tricky trochees wake him!

4 Ah tears, who can her mater be??

Ah tears, who can her mater be?

Woefear, gleam she so glooming?

Her beauman he’s gone of a cool.

Who’ 11l buy her rosebuds, jettyblack rosebuds?

From the fall of the fig to doom's last post.

Ah tears allabye fled

in dims and deeps and dusks and darks.

Bring tansy, throw myrtle, strew rue, rue, rue.

She is fading out so you can't see her now.10

She’s promised he’d eye her.To try up her pretti.

But now it’s so longed and so fared and so forth.
Maidbrides all, in favours gay,

strew sleety cinders on their falling hair

and for wouldbe joybells wring sadly ringless hands.
Lookery looks, mookery mooks, it’s a grippe of his gripes.
Seekeryseeks, why his biting his head off?

The bowknots, the showlots, they wilted into woeblots.
The flossies all and mossies all

they drooped upon her draped brimfall.

In the dee dips a dame in dims and dims in dusks and darks
She’s fading out you can’t see her now.

7 A wake-night lament for the fall of Humpty Dumpty alias Finnegan alias HCE

8 Shize: Sighs + Issy + schizo. Shee: fairy (sidhe)

9 ,0Oh dear what can the matter be, Johnny so long at the fair?‘ Issy is jilted. She begins to fade. (The onset
of Lucia Joye’s illness coincides with her various failed love affairs (also with Samuel Beckett), which
included a broken engagement) It seems that as a much older women, she regarded Becket as her
unattainable love: “My love was Samuel Beckett. | wasn’t able to marry him.” Quoted by Shloss, chapter
8, footnote 16: Maroger, “Derniere rencontre avec Lucia,” in James Joyce, ed. Jacques Aubert and Fritz
Senn (Paris: Editions de 'Herne, 1985), 77.

1 Compare James Joyce’s comment concerning Lucia’s placement in a mental hospital in Geneva: “| feel
if she stays there she will simply fade out.” Quoted Shloss p. 351, footnote 42 JJ to CG-W, 2 September
1934, Letters lll, 323;



5 Psing a song of psexpeans!!

Sing a song of singlemonth

and you'll too and you'll.

Here are notes. There’s the key

one two three

Sing a song a sylble,

a byword, a sentence with surcease.

When their bride was married all my belles began ti ting.
Psing a psalm of psexpeans apochryful of rhyme.

6 Jackot the Horner

Sewing a dream together,

tailor's daughter,

stitch to her last!?,

waiting for winter to fire the enchantment.
In the birds’ lodging,

me pheasants among,

where I’11 dreamt that I’11 dwealth

mid warblers’ walls

when throstles and choughs

to my sigh hiehied:

listen to the mocking birde to micking barde making bared

All Adelaide's naughtingerls

juckjucking benighth me:

what a mazing month of budsome misses they are making,
so wingtywish to flit beflore their kinl3,

howforhim chirupeth everyeachbird!

All alone

I twined me abower

in 1"Allouette’s tower:

It’'s Jackot the Horner

Boxed in his corner,

A finger a fudding a pudding and pie
(singasongapiccolo)

decoying more nesters to fall down the fluelt

“« <

" Original: “Sing a song of sixpence, a pocket full of rye“ . ‘you’ll = yule. Handing out music for a
communal song/wishing under the Christmas mistletoe.

21t is tempting to assume a reference to Lucia’s sewing of her own costume for the Paris Bullier Ball - the
,silver fish‘ costume of the iconic photograph.

3 Original rhyme (song of sixpence): ,Wasn’t that a dainty dish/To set before the king?*

14" Issy's room contains a fireplace. It is this fireplace down which Issy tries to call birds on behalf of her
cat, 'decoying more nesters to fall down the flute' (28.09), presumably with the bird calls reenacted at



And you?

what we knew

how when we

you know where?

There you are!

And why?

Why, hitch a cock eye,

he was snapped on the sly
upsadaisying pearls

out of the pie:

a king,

to me,

she does,
alone,

up there,

yes see,

I double give,
till the spinney
all eclosed
asong

with them.

I give to me
alone

I trouble give!

I'd gamut my twittynice Dorian blackbudds!®
chthonic solphia

off my singasongapiccolo

pipe musicall airs

on numberous fairyaciodes,

on into the beausome of the exhaling night.

singasongapiccolo

359.31-360.16. The chimney [...] passes from the second-storey bedroom of HCE and ALP to Issy's room
(on the third floor) [...]." (John Gordon: Finnegans Wake: a plot summary)

5 Refers to nursery rhyme: ,Four and twenty blackbirds baked in a pie‘ which in turn seems to refer to the
imaginary birds Issy is luring to feed her cat.



7 O loud, hear the wee beseech of thees!f
O Loud, hear the wee beseech of thees!
Grant sleep in hour’s time, O Loud!

That they take no chill.

Loud, heap miseries upon us

yet entwine our arts with laughters low!
Ha he hi ho hu. Mumumm.

8. Whit what was Lillabil Issabil maideve, maid at? !’

Here’s newyearspray, the posquiflor,18

a windaborne and heliotrope;

there miriamsweet and amaranth

and marygold to crown.

Add lightest knot unto tiptition.?!?

And whit what was Lillabil Issabil maideve, maid at?
Trists?® and thranes?! and trinies?? and traines.
When you've bled till you're bone

it crops out in your flesh.

To tell how your mead of, mard?3, is made of.
And, so, to breath, 24

so, therebetween,

behold,

she had instant

with her handmade?®

as to graps the myth

inmid the air.

Mother of moth!?2¢

I will to show

herword in flesh.?’

Petticoat’s asleep

in the gentlenest of her thoughts

'8 Original Anglican prayer: Oh Lord, hear us we beseech thee/Grant peace in our time Oh Lord! Lord have
mercy upon us, yetincline our hearts to keep thy laws.

7 Refers to rhyme: And what are little girls made of?

8 Refers to Ophelia mad scene in Hamlet, handing out herbs and flowers ,There’s rosemary...etc*
9 Tying marriage knot + ,lead us not into temptation.

20 Sadness + meeting

2'Threne =dirge

22 Trine, triad, threesome

2 Merdre (dung) + Persian mard=man

24 Her parents admiring Issy as an infantin her cot

2 Handmaid + with her hand she made (as if to grasp): baby Issy makes some gesture.

28 |rish exclamation ,,Mother of God!*

?7 Biblical ,the word made flesh‘



BOOK TWO: NIGHT

9 Rockaby, babel

Rockaby, babel?® flatten a wall.

(ting ting! ting ting!) by his magmasine fall??.
Rockaby babel flatten a wall,
sinasinsinging, lumps, lavas and all.

Pull the boughpee to see how we sleep,

How biff of a tiddlywink of a windfall.
Maply me, willowy we,

Hickory he and yew ourselves

Till daybowbreak and showshadows flee.
Rockabill Booby in the Wave Trough

Ting a ting ting where our maggy seen all30
Rockabyy ba, by a make-us-sin wall3!l
Tingating ting hump helmet and all..

Till daybowbreak and showshadows flee.

10 Dark parc’s acoo with sucking loves3?
Bing. Bong. Bangbong.

Witchman, watch of your night?33

Es voes, ez noes, nott voes, ges, noun.
Dark park’s acoo with sucking loves

It goes. It goes. It does not go.
"Besides the bubblye waters of,
babblyebubblye waters of? — Right."
ringrang, the chimes of sexappealing.
Soon tempt in twos and hunt by threes
will wend a way of honey myrrh

She he she ho she ha to 1la.

Dark park’s acoo with sucking loves

Es voes, ez noes, nott voes, ges, noun.

28 Original rnyme: Rockabye baby, on the tree top,

2 ‘Flatten a wall’ and ‘magmasine fall’ are references to the wall of Magazine Fort in Phoenix park, scene
of HCE’s alleged misdemeanor. (Though never explicitly stated, most references seem to suggest a
moment of arousal at the sight of a young woman urinating in the bushes.)

%0 |ssy is also referred to as Maggy, or more often ,the Maggies*

31 See note 13

52 Goings-on in Phoenix park in the dark

33 See text of Cage’s ,Nowth upon nacht‘, where the watchman in Phoenix Park is mentioned “ Wachtman
Havelook seequeerscenes”



11 Leda lade aflutter afraida3“

Leda lada aflutter-afraida, so does your girdle grow!
With winkles whelks and cocklesent jelks

And hircups emptybolly?33

Pennyfair caps on pinnyfore frocks

and a ring on her fomefing finger.

Catchmire stockings,libertyed garters,

shoddyshoes, quicked out with selver.

Here they come back, all the gay pack,

All runaway sheep bound back bopeep,

trailing their teenes behind them.

And these ways wend they. And those ways went they.
Winnie, Olive and Beatrice,

Nelly and Ida, Amy and Rue.

for they are the florals,

from foncey and pansey to papavere’s blush, foresake-me—-nought.
And they leap so looply, looply,

as they link to light.

And they look so loovely, loovelit,

noosed in a nuptious night

In the purchy patch of hemlock

where the padish preties grow.

Leda lada all unraidy so does your girdle grow!
with primtim’s ruse

and marrymay’s blossom,

all the flowers of the ancelle’s garden.

34‘Mary Mary quite contrary, How does your garden grow?’ Adolescent Issy and her dancing troupe, ‘The
Rainbow Girls’ (Lucia Joyce’s dancing group in Paris was called ‘Les Six de rythme et couleur’)
3% Another version of the HCE anagram



12 The hoax that joke bilked3¢.
Ward of the wind

that lifted the leaves

that folded the fruit

that hung on the tree

that grew in the garden Gough gave?3’
So this was the dope

That legged in the hoax

That joke bilked

That joax pilled

That Jove bolt

That gladdened the girl

Kinked the rut

Noised the rape..

That joax pilled

That Jjoke bilked

That juke built

That Gough gave.

13 Ena ilo melomen38

Ena milo melomon,

frai is frau and swee 1is too,
swee 1is two when swoo is free,
ana mala woe is we!

How one was whips

for one was two

and two was lips

for one was three.

Three for two will do for me
and he for thee and she for you.
O I you O you me!

How me O my youhou

my I youtou I O?

36 Original rhyme:,This is the house that Jack built‘

57 Reference both to Genesis ,(‘fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden’ and the statue of
Viscount Gough in Phoenix Park Dublin — scene of HCE’s ‘fall’.

38 Counting-out rhyme - here as a lament for the speaker: O | you O you me... Issy ,counts herself out*



14. Needles and pins3°
..alltomatetam, 49

His howd feeled heavy,

his hoddit did shake.

Dimb! He stottered from the latter.
Damb! he was dud.?%!

Dumb !

Mastabatoom, mastabadtomm, 42
when a mon merries

his lute is all long.
Mastabatoom, mastabadtomm
When a tale tarries

shome?3 shunter shove on.
Dang! Ding! Dong!

Isn’t it great he is swaying above us
for his good and ours

for whole the world to see
Mastabatoom, mastabadtomm,
till he was buried

how happy was he

a jigsaw puzzle

of needles and pins

and blankets and shins.
Maltomeetim, alltomatetam
Fore auld they wauld to pree.

15 Dingdongdell“4

Pall the bell!

Izzy's busy down the dell!
Dingdogdell! coalman's bell:

some Poddy pitted in

will anny petty pullet out?
kissykitty killy call

timgle Tom pall the bell!

See my blanching kissabelle

Wing wong welly! Pitty pretty Nelly!

% Original rnyme: ‘Needles and pins, needles and pins, When a man marries, his trouble begins’

40 Tom/Tim (Atum) + ultimatum + "Mastabatoom, mastabadtomm

41 References to Finnegan the builder of the traditional ballad falling off his ladder (,hod‘= container for
bricks)

42 Referring to Humpty’s/Finnegan’s/ HCE’s ‘fall’/the ambiguous misdemeanor in the park: Dimb! He
stottered from the latter. Damb! he was dud. (There was a wall in erection) Mastabatoom,
mastabadtomm’

43 Shame + Shaun/Shem (the two sons of HCE)

44 Ding dong bell, Pussy’s down the well (Issy is lost)



16. When men wont to rise a ladder.*>

I

Jenny wren pick peck

Johnny post, pack puck?®

The traced words run,?’

march, halt, walk,

stumble at doubtful points,stumble up again
(here keen again and begin again

to make soundsense and sensesound kin again)
with lines of litters slittering up

and louds of latters slettering down,

When men want to write a letters?s.

Ten men, ton men, pen men, pun men,

fen men, fun men, hen men, hun men

IT

And that fourleaved shamrock
or quadrifoil“® jab

wherever the script was clear
and the term terse

punctured by numerous stabs
and foliate gashes

paper wounds to mean stop,
please stop, do please stop,
and O do please stop

IIT

scratching at the hour of klokking twelve
amid the verbiage, gaunt,

Dame Partlet®® on her dungheap,

all aflutter about its forksfrogs,
jerking to and fro,

flinging phrases here, there,

a playful fowl and musical me

with a swarm of bisses

honeyhunting after a sigh for shyme.

45 Referencing the popular song: Three men, two men, one man and his dog / Went to mow a meadow

4 ALP’s letter, which should have been posted by Issy’s brother, being pecked apart by the hen on the
rubbish heap.

47 The deciphering of the now rotten and torn letter, mixed with a description of Issy’s hen trampling over
the paper, pecking holes in it and flinging scaps of words about.. The ,mamifesta‘ references a.o. both the
medieval Book of Kells, as well as, perhaps, Joyce’s as yet unfinished ,work in progress’, the book
Finnegans Wake itself.

48 Reference to the ladder from which Finnigan falls in the ballad.

4 The four ,toes‘ of the chicken foot.

50 Dame Partlet: a traditional name for a chicken



v

By writing thithaways

end to end

and turning, turning

and end to end..

a whyacinthinous riot

a round thousand whirligig glorioles,
all ambiembellishing

(when men wont to rise a ladder)

the initials® majuscule of:
Hatch, Celt, Earshare?%?

Hive, Comb Earwax?

Helpless Corpses Enactment?
Huges Caput Earlyfouler?

Horned Cairns Erge?

Ho, Croak, Evildoer?

Crass, Hairy Evergrim?

Head in Clouds walked the Earth?
Hircups Emptybolly:

HUMPHREY CHIMPDEN EARWICKER!

51 The passage references description of the decorated initials in the Book of Kells.
52 Some of the many versions of the acronym of Earwicker’s name scattered throughout the book.



BOOK THREE: DAWN

17 A is for Anna

A is for Anna like L is for liv. Aha hahah.

Dawn gives rise. Lo, lo, lives love!

Eve takes fall.

La, la, laugh leaves alass!

Aaiaiai, Andann, we’re last to the lost, Loulou!
Batch is for Baker who Baxters our bread.

Bring us this days our maily bag?3!

For diss is the doss for Eilder Downes

and dass is it duss,

Hootch is for husbandman handling his hoe®%. Hohohoho,
Lei lols for libelman libling his lore.

luck's leap to the lad at the top of the ladder,
So sartor's resorted®® why the sinner the badder!>5®
Thik is for thorn that’s thuck in its thoil
like thumfool’s thraitor thrust for vengeance.
A nigg for a nogg

and a thrate for a throte.

Ohr for oral, key for crib,

Vee was a vindner

S-ss see the snakes everyside

Our durlbin is swarming in sneaks.

What a mnice old mness it all mnakes!

Rutsch is for rutterman ramping his roe

Where the muddies scrimm ball.

Bimbim bimbim.

And the maidies scream all.>’

Himhim himhim.

Wall where Wicker whacked a great fall5®

A and aa ab ad abu abiad.

What curios of signs in this alaphbed>?.

5% Daily bread + mail bag (reference to ALP’s lost letter)

54 “handling his hoe”, “ramping his roe” “whacked”: more explicit references to HCE’s misdemeanor.
% Cf. Thomas Carlyle's Sartor Resartus (tailor retailored)

56 'Deliver the letter, the sooner the better' (written on letters by Irish children)

57 Maddies etc the witnesses of HCE’s and commotion as he is discovered ‘in the act’.

%8 Reference to the wall of the Magazine Fort in Phoenix Park, scene of HCE’s ‘misdemeanor’.

5 Alaphbed =alphabet + ref. to the mud banks of the Liffey with all their buried detritus.



18 Keek the hen®f

Keek, the hen

in the doran's shantyqueer

began to laugh it off,

in a kikkery key

the way she was wuck to doodle-doo

How me O my you my youtou

Cocorico Cocoree Echo,

choroh choree chorico!
peacefugle,parody’s bird, peri potmother,
pringlpik in the ilandiskippy,

in beggybaggy on her bickybacky

a runalittle, doalittle,

wipealittle, kicksalittle, flick flask fleckflinging
gnarlybird

19 Mildew murk leak and yawn®!

Mildew murk leak and yawn

want the bed that they lied on:

While the dapplegrey dawn drags nearing nigh.
Mildew murk leak and yawn

Walk while ye have the night for morn,

I'll be clue to who knows who

pray Magda Marthe Luz and Joan®?

Till daybow breaks and showshadows flee

Hek! Verily!

50 |ssy’s hen, Belinda, that finds ALP’s ‘letter of redemption’ to HCE, resolving him of all guilt, while pecking
around the municipal rubbish dump. The hen is heard as an ‘accompaniment’ to HCE and ALP’s morning
love-making — perhaps an imagining of Issy conception: see Rhyme Nr. 19. Though alluded to specifically
as female - potmother etc, it is described as ‘crowing’ like a cock (kickery key = kikeriki = cockledoodledo)
81 A parody version of the child’s prayer ‘Mathiew Mark Luke and John/Bless the bed that | lie on’.

This version now refers to the approach of dawn.
52 The four evangelists (‘Mamalujo’) as women



20.This is the way we®3.

1. This is the way we.

On a long and lusty morning.
Kickakick.

She had to kick a laugh

At her old stick-in-the- block

the way he was slogging his paunch
about elbiduubled, 4

meet oft mate on,

like hale King Willow

At half past quick in the morning.

2.

Three for two will do for me
and he for thee and she for you.
Goeasyosey, hooley pooley,

Bye and by we'll be caught in the slips
for fear he'd tyre

and burst his dunlops

and waken her bornybarnies
making his boobybabies:
tipatonguing him on

her lamp all askew

and a trumbly wick-in-her
ringeysingey.

This is the way we.

Of a reddeterdetterday morning.

3

When, keek, the hen

in a kikkery key began to laugh it off,
the way she was wuck to doodledoo

Echo, choree chorecho!

O I you O you me!

Echolo choree choroh choree chorico!
How me O my youhou my I youtou to I O
It tickled her innings to consort pitch
at kicksolock in the morm.

83 A parody of ‘Here we go round the mulberrybush/On a cold and frosty morning’: HCE and ALP in bed,
could be read as an imagining of Issy’s conception: the ,bornybarnies‘ lie asleep during the ,making‘ of
the ,boobybaby‘ . The encounter is compared to a cricket match which includes the names of various
famous cricketers worked into the text. It is accompanied by the morning cries of the hen on the rubbish
heap. (Itis also perhaps noteworthy, that (according to Gordon see footnote 11) Issy’s bedroom and that
of HCE/ALP immediately below, are connected by the flue of their respective fireplaces.)

54 LBW (leg before wicket)



4.

Come all ye goatfathers and groanmothers,
All that is still life with deathinyeborn,
every creature, everywhere, i1if you please,
kindly feel for her,

suilful eyes and sallowfoul hairweed

and the sickly sigh

from her gingering mouth

like a Dublin bar in the moarning!

21 Spell me the ChimesS$s

Spell me the chimes.

Benedictus benedicat! Sicut campanulae petalliferentes
They are tales all tolled.

Today is well thine

but where's may tomorrow be. %6

The whole clangalied®’

Carilloners will ring their gluckspeels.

Rng rng! Rng rng!

Alla tingaling pealabells! Spell me the chimes.

22 Forth of her bassein came®®
1

Drip me why

And trickle me through

go in, go on, go an!

Feefee fiefie, Aback to wist
Or affront to sea?

fear to hear the dear so near
or longing loth

and loathing longing?

Are you in the swim or are you out?

2

arundgirond in a waveney lyne

aringarouma she pattered and sidled and swung
curara here, careero there,

not knowing which medway or weser to strike

8 Bells of Dublin’s churches at dawn.
8 An echo of ,What can the matter be"
7 Clang + German Klagelied, lament
%8 The river Liffey, flowing from its source in the mountains through its course as a meandering river to its
emergence from locks in Dublin compared to ALP as she emerges from her bath. (see also footnote 58)

¢



3

with a beck, with a spring,
all her rillringlets shaking
as happy as the day is wet
giddygaddy, grannyma,
gossipaceous Anna Livia.
Deluthering the fields..

4

Of meadowgrass and riverflags,

bulrush and waterweed,

and of fallen griefs of weeping willow
she wove a garland for her hair.

With bracelets, anklelets, amulets

of clicking cobbles

and pattering pebbles

of Irish rhunerhinerstones

and shellmarble bangles,

a dawk of smut to her airy ey,

and the lellipos cream to her lippeleens:
Annushka Lutetiavitch Pufflovah®?.

5

Make me hear it gurgle gurgle,

like the farest gargle gargle

in the dusky dirgle dargle!

ducking under bridges,

bellhopping the weirs,

dodging by a bit of bog,

rapidshooting round the bends,

Vivi vienne! Little Annchen!

The rivulets ran aflod to see,

alpilla, beltilla, ciltilla, deltilla,

running with her tidings,

The cock striking mine,

the stalls bridely sign,

Then, then, as soon as the lump’® his back was turned,
with her mealie bag’t slang over her shulder,

Anna Livia, oysterface, forth of her bassein came.

8 ALP (Anna Livia). This version of the name seems also to refer to Issy/Lucia (Lutia), with a reference to
the Russian ballet dancer Anna Pavlova

70 German ,Lump‘=scoundrel

71 Reference to mail bag — with ALP’s ,letter of redemption‘ which ends up on the rubbish tip to be found
years later — now rotten and illegible — by Issy’s hen, which crowd at the moment of her conception.



23 As were we their babes in

Nowth upon nacht,

nat by night

by naught by naket,

in those good old lousy days gone by,
the days, shall we say?

of Whom shall we say?

wan fine night

and the next fine night

and last find night

niece by nice

by neat by natty,

in those good old lousy days gone by.

And then. Be old. The next thing is.
We are once amore
as babes awondering
in a wold made fresh
where with the hen
in the storyaboot
we start from scratch...
Afartodays afeartonights,
Round the evernasty ashtray
On the overlisting ashtree
There’s woody babies growing upon her
and bird flamingans sweenyswinging fuglewards..
timtits tapping resin there
and cockrobins
muchmore hatching most
out of his missado eggdrazzles
and his acorns and pinecorns
shooting wide all sides out of him,
and her leaves,
my darling dearest,
sinsinsinning since the night of time
and each and all of their branches
meeting and shaking twisty hands all over again
in their new world
from Ond's outset
till Odd's end.
And encircle him circuly.
Evovae!

What has gone?
How it ends?



Begin to forget it

It will remember itself from every sides,
with all gestures,

in each our word.

The woods are fond always.
As were we their babes in.

nowth upon nacht,

nat by naught by naket
wan fine night

and the next fine night
and last find night..

Only trees

such as these

such were those,

waving there,

~All the trees in the wood
they trembold, humbild,
when they heard.. ,
»Lispn!

Not a sound,

No wind

no word

24 Weenybeeny - comsy see!
..50 weenybeeny - veeny teeny.
Comsy see!

Het wis if ee newt.

Lissom! lissom!

It was of a night.7?

I am doing 1it.

Hark, the corne entreats!
And the larpnotes prittle.

To you to you! 73

the dewfolded song of the naughtingels’4
Alys! Alysaloe! Oiboe!

To pour their peace in partial’?®

72This line appears here in the draft version of FW
73 Owl cry Tu-witt tu-woo

74 Nightingales/naughty girls

7% Impartial = neutral + musical overtones (partials)



sweetishsad lightandgayle’®
twittwin twosingwoolow.

To you!

prime and secund with their terce’’
now full theorbe, now dulcifair
and when we press of pedal (sof!)
pick out and vowelise your name.
Lou must wail to cool me airly!
Coil me curly, warbler dear!

May song it flourish, in chorush,
long make it flourish till thorrush’8!

78 Light and gay + nightingale
7 First, second and third parts in three-part song
78 The morning thrush+horus (hours)
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3 The night of bluerybells
Con moto tranquillo, quasi lamento 4280
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4 Ah tears! Who can their mater be?
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